
 
 
 

International entry requirements into South Africa 

 

Valid passport and E-Ticket 

*Visa to enter South Africa (if applicable) 

Upon arrival into South Africa, all travellers must present a negative PCR or Covid-19 test certificate 
not older than 72 hours from departure time from the country of origin.Tests must be conducted and 
signed by a certified medical practitioner. South African authorities reserve the right to verify the 
authenticity of test certificates. 

Passengers and crew entering South Africa via Johannesburg must fill in the digital Travel Health 
Questionnaire . Once completed, you will be issued a unique number (look-up ID), to present to the 
Port Health Officers as part of the screening process, along with any other entry requirements. 

Children below the age of 5 years do not need to provide a PCR test. Children over 5 years must 
produce a negative PCR test to enter South Africa. Should your child display positive symptoms or a 
parent tests positive while in South Africa, children below 6 years old may self-isolate with the parent 
without needing a test. Children under 2 years old do not have to wear masks on airplanes. 

Any traveller who exhibits Covid-19 symptoms when screened upon arrival will be required to take a 
Covid-19 test at their own expense. Should the test display positive results, travellers will be subject 
to mandatory quarantine for 10 days at their own expense. 

All travellers must complete an Entry Health screen form either prior to or on arrival. 

All travellers will be screened by Port Health Officials upon arrival and departure. Those presenting 
symptoms must remain in quarantine until a repeat COVID-19 test is carried out. 

All travellers must wear masks at all times within the airport or port of entry. Children below six years 
old do not need to wear face masks in public spaces. 

Travellers must show proof of accommodation or address in South Africa in the event self-
quarantine is required. 

The following airports are open for international travel: O R Tambo in Joburg, King Shaka in Durban 

and  Cape Town International Airport.  

Travellers are encouraged to install the COVID Alert SA mobile app. It is recommended that 
travellers purchase international insurance before boarding their flight to South Africa. 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=za.gov.health.covidconnect&hl=en


 
 

South Africa COVID-19 testing opens at OR Tambo International Airport: 
Travellers departing South Africa from OR Tambo can get COVID-19 PCR-tested and collect their 
certificate at the airport prior to departure.  National Health Laboratory Service is operating three 
mobile COVID-19 Test Units in clearly identifiable vans located opposite the InterContinental Hotel, 
in front of the Police Station, on the lower level of the airport complex. The service is available 24/7 
according to Port Health Services, at a cost of R600 (cash, cheque cards and credit cards are 
accepted, except American Express). Children under five years do not require a test. 
 
Travellers are advised to be aware that there is a backlog in testing at OR Tambo International 
Airport.  As such, the officially communicated turnaround time for results of 4-6 hours is in fact 
actually between 24 and 48 hours.  This is due to the recent spike in infections and the fact that the 
general public are now also using these facilities.  The traveller is advised by SMS that the test result 
and certificate are ready for collection. After testing, travellers can wait for the SMS at the airport or 
nearby, collect the certificate, and proceed to fly, or the test may be done a day or two prior to 
departure if preferred, and the certificate collected on the day of departure. 
 
Inbound travellers to South Africa, including South Africans, must hold a negative PCR test 
certificate taken within 72 hours of their departure time. This certificate is valid for the duration of the 
traveller’s inbound journey and takes into consideration long stopovers at transit points, but the test 
validity has a maximum of 14 days, and is for a single entry only.  A new test is required every time a 
traveller departs for South Africa 

PLEASE PRINT OUT ALL REQUIRED DOCUMENTS to present at check-in before boarding your flight to 
South Africa. 

 

 
 
 


